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1. Introduction 

For fully quantitative retrievals of aerosol optical coefficients and temperature from lidar 
measurements a lot of details must be taken into consideration that cannot be neglected. This 
particularly obvious for temperature retrievals where a target uncertainty of (e.g.) 1 K means a 
relative uncertainty of the order of 0.3 %. In this chapter some of the most important issues are 
summarized. 

There is a host of literature on the scattering of radiation in the atmosphere, with, in part, conflicting 
definitions and approaches. Most approaches are based on classical theory, but there are also mixed 
treatments where the detailed spectral structure of the scattered light due to Raman scattering are 
given by quantum theory and the overall budget by the classical equations. A good overview of the 
mixed method was given by She [1], but the validity of the mixed approach is not discussed. 
Another review was more recently published by Eberhard [2]. Pure quantum approaches (e.g., [3-5]) 
concentrate on side scattering which is the configuration for laboratory experiments. An exception 
is the theory by Sharma [6], but these expressions seem to be restricted to single lines of the Raman 
Q branch. 

Scattering of radiation by the air components N2 (78.084 %), O2 (20.946 %), Ar (0. 934 %) and CO2 
(0.0397 %), values from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atmosphere_of_Earth) leads to slight 
depolarization of the outgoing radiation attributed to rotational Raman scattering from the 
molecular components. Unfortunately, the use of "depolarized" in the literature is frequently 
misleading, which may have consequences on the detailed results and, therefore, suggested a careful 
re-examination of the theoretical background. The mixed classical and quantum-mechanical 
procedure is used here since quantitative measurements of the classical quantities exist and can be 
used to calibrate the spectra. This seems to be justified since the sums of the Raman line strengths 
get close to the corresponding classical expressions (see further below). 

Two components determine the scattered intensity, the electronic portion determined by the 
refractive index of air and the rotational Raman scattering intensity (O, Q and S branches). Young 
named the sum of Q branch and the non-Raman part Cabannes line (for more information on the 
detailed Rayleigh-Brillouin line shape see Ref. 7) and the overall emission including also the 
rotational satellites Rayleigh scattering [8]. This convention is adopted here. 

For lidar systems not implying any spectral filtering in the receiver also the ro-vibrational Raman 
scattering must be taken into consideration. This effect, however, is of the order of 0.1 % of the 
overall backscatter signal [9] and, thus, even smaller than the uncertainty level specified above for 
the temperature measurements. 

2. Total Extinction Cross Section 

The total cross section of Rayleigh scattering can be calculated with high accuracy from 
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with the refractive index n, the air number density N and the King correction factor FK which 
departs from 1 in the case of anisotropic scattering (Raman scattering). The refractive index of air 
can be computed with a relative uncertainty of 107 from the theory of Owens [11], revised by 
Ciddor [12] for reaching an uncertainty of the order of 108. These two approaches also include 
water vapour and corrections for non-ideal-gas behaviour of air. The algorithm of Ref. 12 was 
implemented for the lidar systems at Garmisch-Partenkirchen in 1991 [13], and never upgraded 
with reference 12 because of sufficient accuracy and a clearer description. There is one deficiency 
in this approach. Both Owens and Ciddor use the Lorentz-Lorentz formalism for calculating the 
refractive index, i.e.,  
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for m-component air, i and o,i being the partial densities of the i-th component and a reference 
partial density, respectively. For instance in Ref. 12 o,1 (dry, CO2-free air) is given for 1013.25 
mbar and 288.16 K. Equation 2 is more adequate in dense media [14]. Since the refractive indices 
derived from Eq. 2 scale approximately as the true densities, n  1 after a transfer into Eq. 1 does 
not. Although this discrepancy as a function of the density is less than 103 of the value we for some 
time preferred to calculate σR for standard conditions [13]. Later it turned out that this is not 
necessary if one adopts the Lorentz-Lorentz formalism also for calculating the polarizability in the 
case of Rayleigh scattering. Equation 1 is then rewritten as 
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The result of this expression and simplifying substitutions is shown in Fig. 1: 

 

Fig. 1: Total Rayleigh cross section for the vacuum wavelength 532.26 nm, calculated for air densities from 
interpolated pressures and temperatures of the 1976 US Standard Atmosphere [15]; the refractive index n is calculated 
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from the theory of Owens [11]. Three models for σR are compared: a model in which n1 in Eq. 1 is replaced by 
0.5*(n21) (black, not discussed here), as well as the models of Eq. 1 (blue) and Eq. 3 (red). 

As expected the variation of the cross section as a function of the air density is rather low for for Eq. 
3 (a few times 107), the maximum relative deviation for Eq. 1 being 9.3×105 for 1013.25 mbar and 
288.15 K (sea level). Similar deviations are obtained for other wavelengths, with 1.08×104 at 200 
nm being the maximum relative deviation for wavelengths  200 nm. Figure 1 clearly shows that 
the calculation of σR for Eq. 1 for standard conditions, as done by us before, yields the worst result 
if Eq. 1 is taken. 

3. Laboratory Studies 

For understanding the meaning of the various quantities it is necessary to understand both the 
measurement procedures and the theoretical treatment. Typically, there are three types of experi-
ments yielding information on the Rayleigh extinction cross section, interferometric, depolarization 
and extinction measurements. 

The refractive index has been accurately determined by interferometric techniques, i.e., by 
measuring the wavelength change due to filling a specific gas or air into a vacuum chamber (e.g, 
[16,17]). Not only the refractivity n  1, but also the density dependence of the Lorentz-Lorentz 
ratio (Eq. 2) is derived by comparing the result for two different interference orders and two 
different densities [16]. An expression for the compressibility of the sample gas is also included in 
the mathematical treatment. It is reasonable to assume that the results of this interferometric 
procedure are not influenced by the shifted lines of the O- and S-branch rotational Raman spectrum. 
A contribution of the Q branch to the refractive index is excluded by She [1] and by Miles at el. [18] 
without clear explanation. This would mean that the Raman Q-branch is also included in FK, and 
not in the other terms of Eqs. 1 or 3. In absence of contradicting papers we adopt this view. 

The King factors of the most important atmospheric constituents and air have mostly been 
determined in depolarization measurements. The uncertainty in the King factors, also implying the 
Raman Q-branch issue, currently determines the overall uncertainty of the Rayleigh extinction 
coefficients, unless there is some problem with the definitions. There are differences between the 
classical and quantum-mechanical theories. 

The treatment here follows Bates who used FK values for the individual components of air and 
theoretical expressions for determining the overall King factor and its wavelength dependence [19]. 
The uncertainty of this procedure is specified as 1 % [19]. Bates does not give the details of his 
procedure that is based on experiments of different accuracy, based either on classical or quantum-
mechanical approaches, and wavelength dependences introduced from ab-initio molecular calcula-
tions. 

The King factor of air was synthesized by Bates by applying  
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for air with the m = 4 components N2, O2, Ar, and CO2 and their fractions fi. Equation 5 is a direct 
consequence of  
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if one assumes that Ni = fi N and that the factors containing the refractive index in Eqs. 1 and 3 are 
proportional to N2 (or Ni

2 for the individual components). 

A least-squares fit to the FK  1 values of Bates (200 nm ≤ λ ≤ 1000 nm), using the expression 
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λ in nm, yields the fit parameters (in brackets: relative standard deviations): 

p0 = 4.69541179×102 (3.49×103), 
p1 = 3.25031532×10+2 (1.06×101), 
p2 = 3.86228507×10+7 (3.63×102). 

The fitting procedure yields an average a-posteriori standard deviation of the approximation to the 
Bates data of 0.000402, corresponding to an average approximation of the FK  1 data within 
0.51 % and 0.85 % between 200 nm and 1000 nm, respectively. 

Finally, the listings of the overall Rayleigh extinction cross sections σR by Bates [19] exhibit a 
positive offset of just 0.066 % (400 nm) to about 0.25 % (200 and 1000 nm) with respect to an 
approach based on the refractive-index model in Ref. 10 and Eq. 4 and are, therefore, a useful set of 
data for most applications. The offset is presumably related to a difference the refractive index data 
used. The King factors of Bates were determined independently and do not correlate with deviations 
related to the refractive index (see below). 

The 1-% level of uncertainty for σR for the most abundant atmospheric species, nitrogen, was 
confirmed in a more recent laboratory study, based on cavity ring-down spectroscopy, for Ar, N2 
and SF6 by Naus and Ubachs [20] and Sneep and Ubachs [21] in a wavelength range between 470 
nm and 650 nm. The data agree with the best model expression from the literature within typically 
4%, a fit to these data even within 0.5 % and mostly less. A comparison of the same group in the 
deep ultraviolet between 197 nm and 270 nm was less successful [22]. The two values for N2 
specified by the authors as the best (for 198.48 nm and 251.72 nm) deviate from the σR values 
synthesized from equations from Ref. 19 by 0.18 % and 8.2 %, respectively. Here, it is important to 
mention that the refractive index model for nitrogen as specified by Bates [19] is applicable within 
an uncertainty of 0.2 % down to 156 nm, i.e., even below the lower limit (200 nm) of its range of 
validity (comparison with data from Ref. 23). This reflects the moderate wavelength dependence of 
that individual-component King factor. 

The probably most accurate determination of the King factor is based on measurements of the 
depolarization ratio for nitrogen, oxygen and carbon dioxide by Bridge and Buckingham at the 
vacuum wavelength of 633.99 nm [3]. The values were determined from transverse scattering. From 
the expressions for FK as a function of the depolarization factor in Ref. 1, propagation of the errors 
specified in Ref. 3, and the fractions fi we obtain 1.047940.0039 for air. This value is almost 
perfectly reproduced by Eq. 5 (1.048006). Larger uncertainties must be considered for the 
ultraviolet spectral region where the wavelength dependence is more pronounced. Clearly, some 
improved laboratory measurements are desirable. There is a slight uncertainty in Ref. 3 about the 
"quantum correction" due to a potential mismatch of the formulae (Eqs. 25-27 in Ref. 3). However, 
this uncertainty is judged to be only important for the lightest molecules such as H2 and D2. 

4. Backscatter Cross Sections 

There is a caveat for Rayleigh backscattering. The backscatter differential cross sections are not 
obtained just by multiplying σ from Eqs. 1 or 3 by the backscatter-to-extinction ratio (3 sr1)/8 as 
most commonly done for lidar applications.  

Following She [1] the two polarization components of the differential scattering cross section for 
linearly polarized incident lights are 
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α and γ being the isotropic and anisotropic parts of the polarizability and the index s referring to 
"scattered". The ratio of the terms containing γ almost equals that of the quantum-mechanical 
branches (Sec. 5). 

For unpolarized detection the total backward differential scattering cross section is then the sum of 
both components  
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For polarization-sensitive detection one has to include the sensitivities for both orientations of the 
polarization. A full list of the classical expressions for different polarizations of light source or 
detection system is given (e.g.) by Kattawar et al. [23]. 

By integrating the full angle-dependent equations corresponding to Eqs. 6 [1] (or more complex 
[18]) over 4π one arrives at 
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This form of FK is found in all publications studied in this investigation. Equations 6 seem to be 
supported by the quantum-mechanical theory. The consequence of Eqs. 6 is that 
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if Eq. 3 is applied. The refractive index is related to the full polarizability of the bound electrons. It 
is not a priori obvious why the anisotropic component of the polarizability does not contribute to 
the values very accurately determined by interferometry. One explanation could be the random 
orientation of the molecules: The refractive-index measurements just determine the average 
properties. An experiment with oriented molecules would be interesting. 

If one accepts the above setting, finally, a comparison of Eqs. 6c and 7 yields 

)1(7.01)(  KK FF   .             (9) 

For 532.24 nm [24] the error of setting FK(π) = FK as frequently found in the lidar literature means a 
change in backscatter coefficient of just 1.39 %, for 354.827 nm 1.48 %. This deviation is small, 
but cannot be neglected in demanding applications. In the stratosphere, however, the role of the 
Rayleigh extinction coefficients strongly diminishes due to the low air density. In the UV the 
extinction is stronger due to the λ4 wavelength dependence and must be calculated with care in the 
lower stratosphere, in particular for temperature retrievals. 

5. Raman Scattering 
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The details of Raman scattering must be taken into consideration if the lidar return is spectrally 
filtered. Some properties are also required for the calibration of the Raman components. 

The most important facts are listed in the following paragraphs: 

(1) The rotational spectrum consists of three branches, named O, Q and S branch, corresponding to 
ΔJ = –2, 0, and +2, respectively. 

(2) The spectrum of nitrogen, as a consequence of nuclear angular momentum I = 1, exhibits an 
intensity modulation (see 4.): Even J possess the weight 6 (F = 0 and F = 2, (2*0 + 1) + (2*2 + 
1), odd J the weight 3 (F = 1, 2*1 + 1). 

(3) For oxygen I = 0, which leads to exclusively odd J components. 

(4) The relative population of a single J state is degeneracy factor d(F,J) times Boltzmann factor b(J) 
divided by the sum of all d(F,J)*b(J): 

d(F,J)=(2 F1 + 1) (2 F2 + 1) (2 J + 1), 

b(J) = exp(–ΔE(J)/(kT), 

ΔE(J) = B J (J +1) – D [J (J + 1)]2 + H [J (J + 1)]3. 

The nitrogen data for the simulations underlying this chapter are taken from Refs. 24-25, the 
oxygen data are from Ref. 26 (see also Ref. 27). 

(5) The line strengths are SJ /(2J + 1), with the Placzek-Teller factors SJ [30,31], adopted from Ref. 
32: 

O branch: SJ = 3 J (J – 1) / [2 (2 J – 1)]         (10) 

Q branch: SJ = a0 (2 J + 1) + J (J + 1) (2 J +1) / [(2 J – 1) (2 J + 3)]     (11) 

S branch: SJ = 3 (J + 1) (J + 2) / [2 (2 J + 3)]        (12) 

The sum over all SJ is 2 J + 1. Placzek and Teller [30] state that a0 = 0 (a0 being proportional to 
the square of quantum number K) for molecules "in the ground state of the oscillation", in 
particular for  states, which applies for both nitrogen and oxygen. 

(6) The sums over all line strengths of the O and the S branch are temperature-dependent. However, 
the sum of the O and S branch line strengths, as well as that of the Q branch line strengths, is 
almost temperature independent. For nitrogen one obtains for the normalized sum of line 
strengths: 

T [K] O branch S branch   O plus S branch Q branch 

220 0.29659 0.44708 0.74367 0.25633 
240 0.29992 0.44409 0.74400 0.25600 
260 0.30286 0.44144 0.74429 0.25571 
280 0.30548 0.43907 0.74455 0.25545 
300 0.30784 0.43695 0.74479 0.25521 

The sums in columns 4 and 5 are close to 0.75 and 0.25, respectively, the values of the classical 
theory. The sum of the values for all three branches is exactly 1, independent of temperature. 
As a result, by calculating the sums, the cross sections can to a good approximation be 
calibrated by replacing the factors for classical light scattering by average values for columns 4 
and 5. Of course, also the filter transmission curves must be taken into account. The sums for 
oxygen are almost the same. However, this calculation was based on the same J model as for N2, 
specified above (Items 4 and 5). The situation for O2 is more complex due to the triplet splitting 
of the order of 0.05 cm1 [6,28]. A simplified treatment analogous to that for nitrogen (applying 
the different sequence of line intensities (3)) yields only slightly different results: 
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T [K] O branch S branch   O plus S branch Q branch 

220 0.30473 0.43280 0.73753 0.26247 
240 0.30787 0.43055 0.73842 0.26158 
260 0.31064 0.42856 0.73919 0.26081 
280 0.31310 0.42676 0.73985 0.26015 
300 0.31530 0.42514 0.74044 0.25956 

Here, the agreement of the sums with the classical fractions 0.75 and 0.25 is just slightly less 
good as in the case of N2. For most applications the classical fractions of 0.25 (Q branch) and 
0.75 (S plus O branch) are a good approximation because of the small size of the Raman 
contribution. 

(7) For linearly polarized incident light the Raman lines are 75 % depolarized for both O and S 
branch. This looks confusing at a first glance since 75 % is also the total fraction of inelastic 
Raman scattering (see above). According to various publications (e.g., [18,33,34]) the Q branch 
lines are also 75 % depolarized. The Q0 line does not exist for N2 and O2 (Eq. 11). This is not 
the case for the vibrational-rotational Raman scattering [35,36]. 

A 75 % depolarization is a general property of the rotational Raman lines for 1 molecules [3]. 
If one includes the strong central component, the degree of polarization is just 1 % for, e.g., 
nitrogen [3]. 

(8) Quantitative measurements of the Q-branch depolarization ratios (I/I) exist for ro-vibrational 
Raman scattering of hydrogen and deuterium [35,36]. They are substantially smaller than 0.25, 
particularly for the Q branch. The Q-branch depolarization ratio for H2 is as low as 0.002 at J = 
0, maximizes at J = 1 with 0.021 and gradually diminishes towards 0.0123 for higher J [36]. For 
the v = 0  v = 0 Q branch measurements are demanding because the individual J lines are 
degenerated and superimposed by the strong elastic contribution. Eloranta and Piironen derived 
a finite depolarization ratio of about 1 % from measurements with a high-spectral-resolution 
lidar [37]. This ratio is about three times the classical value and, thus, definitively not negligible, 
in agreement with a finite Q-branch depolarization. Cooper et al. indicate agreement with the 
expectations, but their study focusses on pressure effects and no quantitative number on the 
degree of depolarization is given [38]. The reason for the difference was not specified. It is 
reasonable to adopt the classical value of 75 %. 

Calibration of the Raman spectrum 

The calibration of the Raman spectrum is achieved by calculating the backward King factor (Eq. 9) 
based on the polynomial below Eq. 5. For the classical theory the Q branch contribution for 
unpolarized detection is derived from Eqs. 6c and 9 as 
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For the sum of the S and O quantity 0.25 must be replaced by 0.75. 

For polarized detection more detailed expressions are needed that can be derived from equations in 
Sec. 5. In the case of narrow-band detection the overlap of the spectral filter used with the S and O 
branch must be calculated. Approximations may suffice in the case of aerosol retrievals. However, 
for temperature retrievals with an uncertainty level of the order of 1 K or 0.3 % the overlap must be 
evaluated with particular care. 

For a more quantitative approach the partial King factors for nitrogen and oxygen must be evaluated 
[19]: 
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FK (N2) = 1.034 + 317 2,           (14) 

FK (O2) = 1.096 + 1385 2 + 1.448×108 4,        (15) 

 in nm. These expressions are used to calibrate the sums of the respective quantum expressions. 
Finally, the total FK is calculated by using Eq. 5. 

Other Sources of Uncertainty 

The uncertainties of calculating the Rayleigh cross sections can be kept at the level of 1 % and less, 
if the vertical distribution of the factors determining the refractive index is sufficiently accurate. 

At high pressures the air cannot be considered to be an ideal gas. Owens includes real-gas 
corrections in his refractive-index model [11]. In Fig. 2 the relative correction derived from Eq. 9 in 
Ref. 11 is displayed for a number of pressures and temperatures. 

Fig. 2: Relative correction factors for the density of dry air free of CO2 from Eq. 9 in Ref. 11 

It is obvious that the correction factors are of the order of 1×103 and less under realistic 
atmospheric conditions. This is much lower than the relative uncertainties of the Rayleigh 
backscatter and extinction coefficients. Thus., real-gas corrections can be neglected. 

A considerably higher uncertainty is caused by that of the radiosonde and model data used for 
calculating the Rayleigh backscatter coefficients. Radiosonde data from nearby routine sounding 
stations are normally available for 0:00 UTC and 12:00 UTC. The radiosonde models have been 
thoroughly compared in numerous field studies ([39] and references therein). There are discrete 
steps in the values between different generations. For the RS92 sonde from Vaisala there is an 
obvious temperature bias in the stratosphere, verified by lidar measurements at Hohenpeißenberg. 
This bias is likely to be due to wrong radiations of one or the other sonde types, during daytime 
mostly by that of the RS92 sonde. This bias can be as high as 1 K at altitudes corresponding to 10 
mbar of atmospheric pressure. The error of the pressure values cannot be neglected. There is a 
contribution from wrong altitude determination that can amount to as much as 0.4 mbar at 10 mbar 
(about 30 km) for the RS80 sonde [39] which is by no means negligible. For the RS92 sonde the 
uncertainty is most likely within 0.1 mbar (1 % or better). The relative deviation diminishes 
towards lower altitudes for both sonde types. The new RS41 sonde should be similarly reliable. 
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For higher altitude model data derived from satellite measurements are used such as NCEP 
(National Centers for Environmental Prediction) data. These data are calculated for the positions of 
all NDACC stations up to about 55 km for 12 UTC. No information on the reliability of these data 
has been collected for this report. For the period starting in 2017 the aerosol measurements at 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen have gained in accuracy. No discrepancies were found in all these 
measurements with the profiles from Rayleigh simulations up to almost 50 km. In addition, a few 
temperature measurements up to the mesosphere have contributed to verifying the reliability of the 
NCEP data at a level of 1 % [40]. 

Alternatively, Raman signals could be used, but this requires long averaging times for sufficient 
quality in the stratosphere. 

It is reasonable to assume that the relative uncertainty of the temperature data is lower than that of 
the pressure data. The pressure profile can then be obtained by integrating 
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In Ref. 15 the values of the quantities in Eqs. 15 and 16 are given as M = 28.9644 kg/kmol (molar 
mass), Rm = 8314.32 N m /(kmol K) (universal gas constant), r0 = 6356766 m (earth radius 
corresponding to sea level), and g(0) = 9.80665 m/s2 [15]. Just the integration constant P(z0) 
(ground value) must be introduced for calibration. It is important to note that no correction for real-
gas behaviour is needed for Eq. 15 since the density was eliminated in its derivation [15]. 

Please, note that the sonde files contain the geopotential altitude  
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rather than z. A conversion must be made prior to integration. Using the geopotential altitude hg 
instead of the real altitude z is not important at 10 km: hg = 10000 m corresponds to z = 10016 m. 
But at hg = 30000 m the positive deviation of z is already 142 m which is seven times the 
uncertainty specified for the RS92 sonde as estimated from the onboard GPS sensor. This results in 
a 2.1-% offset in pressure. Since the bias of the number density is dominated by that of the 
pressure it can be directly transferred to the Rayleigh backscatter coefficient. The error grows 
further at altitudes beyond 30 km. 

Linear interpolations of pressure data from the sonde listing are much more accurate if made in 
logarithmic representation. For the temperature a linear scale is sufficient. 

Examples are given in Figs. 2 and 3 where pressures calculated from radiosonde temperatures using 
Eq. 17 are compared with those listed for the same ascent (source: 
http://weather.uwyo.edu/upperair/ sounding.html). The pressure differences stay below 1.0 mbar. 
The relative differences exhibit growing negative values, but this changes from ascent to ascent, 
which suggests no systematic behaviour. The relative deviations mostly stay below 0.5 %. For 
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comparison, the results for carrying out the same procedure for the US Standard Atmosphere [15] 
are given, multiplied by ten to make the very small differences visible. These differences of 
0.006 % and less can be most likely ascribed to rounding-related errors in the tables of Ref. 15. 

 

Fig. 3: Differences of the pressures calculated from radiosonde temperatures and the pressures listed for the same 
ascent. For comparison the results for Ref. 15 are given, multiplied by ten. 

 

Fig. 4: Relative differences of pressures calculated from radiosonde temperatures and the pressures listed for the same 
ascent. For comparison the results for Ref. 15 are given, multiplied by ten in order to make visible the differences. 
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Above the maximum altitude reached by the weather balloons (30 km to 33 km) we have 
traditionally used NCEP (National Centers for Environmental Prediction) meteorological data daily 
calculated for 12 UTC for NDACC stations [41]. These data are listed for altitudes up to about 55 
km and have been successfully validated by high-quality aerosol [42] and temperature [43] 
measurements. One example of a successful temperature comparison between a lidar measurement 
at Garmisch-Partenkirchen and the corresponding NCEP and radiosonde temperature profile is 
shown in Fig. 5. The temperatures agree within less than 2 %. 

 

Fig. 4: Temperature profiles for October 9, 2021, from a lidar measurement (blue and red lines), data from the Munich 
radiosonde (green line) and NCEP (blue crosses) and the U.S. Standard Atmosphere (dark green line). The agreement 
becomes excellent even below 27 km after making an aerosol correction based on a night-time aerosol measurement. 
The lidar temperature is highly realistic up to at least 70 km, apart from possibly insufficient smoothing between 43 km 
and 63 km. 

In aerosol retrievals often the scattering ratio 

R

PRR

 

  

is computed (R: Rayleigh; P: particles). Here, one must be aware that R scales as the reciprocal air 
number density and considerably amplifies any deviation with growing altitude in the stratosphere. 
Under background conditions of the stratospheric aerosol (R  1) achieving relative uncertainties of 
less than 5 % above 30 km requires great care. 

Finally, for calculating the number density in the lower troposphere corrections of the ideal gas law 
and to humidity must be taken into account [11,12]. However, these effect are below 1 % and are 
not further discussed here. 
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Conclusions 

Atmospheric Rayleigh scattering can be calculated with very high accuracy from the existing 
parameters and the air density obtained from radiosonde ascents or other sufficiently accurate 
sources. The total Rayleigh extinction cross sections can be synthesized to within 1 % for 
wavelength above 200 nm and very likely within 0.5 % for wavelengths above 500 nm. Care must 
be taken for backward scattering which must be calculated based on Eq. 8. This means a correction 
of about 1.5 % with respect to assuming FK(π) = FK as most commonly done The Raman spectrum 
can be calibrated by applying Eqs. 12 and 13 to the sums of Q-branch and all S-branch lines. In any 
case, more accurate direct measurements of the Rayleigh cross sections are desirable. 

The most important source of uncertainty has been that of the radiosonde and satellite-based data 
used for determining the air number density. However, for radiosounding stations operating the 
RS92 sonde night-time measurements the results get close to the accuracy requirements for 
demanding lidar applications. Then potential of nitrogen Raman channels, calibrated a low altitudes, 
needs to be explored 
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